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WINTER IN FLORIDA—FOR CONSUMP- 
TIVES, 


By Roserr F, Sper, M. D., 
Of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


While there is no longer a doubt, or want of 
proof, of a successful treatment of phthisis pul- 
monalis, there is a doubt of the climatic influences 
—all things considered—best suited to phthisis 
cases, 

From the general confusion and diversity of 
opinion existing in the minds of so many patients 
who appeal to their medical advisers to know 
where to go for the winter, and for the informa- 
tion of those who cannot spare the time to in- 
vestigate for themselves, I offer for the readers 
of the Reporter the “notes” prepared after care- 
fal and protracted observation during an experi- 
mental tour through the South in search of the 
locality for persons requiring a change of climate 
for the winter. 

When it is known that as many as twenty 
thousand northern invalids passed through Rich- 
mond, Charleston, and Savannah, last winter in 
search of health, it will be seen at once that this 
is a. question of careful consideration. 

Whether these thousands who endure all the 
discomforts and privations incident thereto real- 
ized the improvement so anxiously sought, or 
can the expenditure of money, time, patience, 
and strength be saved, with a prospect of renewal 
of health without going South ? 

I do not wish to offer any advice to the readers 
of the Reporter, and desire not to be misunder- 
stood, but would, in as few words as possible, 
Present the following facts, which I do not 
remember ever to have seen presented for the con- 
sideration of those northern consumptives who 
are about wintering in Florida. I hope to pre- 
sent the facts only, that your readers can decide 
the question understandingly for themselves. 





Very few physicians have had the time or 


opportunity to inform themselves of the advan- 
tages of climatic influences on phthisical persons, 
and notwithstanding the fact that the physician 
may have the interest of his patient‘ever so 
much at heart, and wishes to do his duty con- 
scientiously, never having seen the country, he 
cannot be a competent judge of the consequences 
to the patient he orders “down South,” which 
means no particular place. 

We think of no more distressing state to 
witness than that of these poor consumptives, 
far away from home in their apparently hopeless 
condition, and hurried along by the advance of 
this terrible disease, with every symptom point- 
ing unmistakably to the lungs as the seat of the 
difficulty. They only reach their destination and 
die. 

The sufferings of these unfortunate people, as 
you find them in the South—in winter—cannot 
well beimagined. Sent from home withont suita- 
ble comforts provided, their condition impress 
one painfully, and, if you, from any principal of 
humanity, offer a word of warning and suggest 
that no time be lost, or exertion spared to save 
them from a fatal termination of this disease, 
yet, so flattering and insidious is the advance of 
phthisis that your anxious warning may be 
received without attention. 


It is useless to remonstrate, or to attempt to 
rescue such deluded people, and you find them 
from Richmond to New Orleans in hundreds 
during the winter, all from the northern States, 
in search of a warmer climate, expecting to live 
on air and regain their health. Now, while we 
admit that such cases must excite our sympathy 
for the unfortunate stranger we meet, with the 
evident symptoms of serious lung disease, yet 
you cannot arouse them to the necessity for 
awaking to their danger, and their need to apply, 
with the utmost promptitude, all the ability they 
can command to make a vigorous prosecution of 
this “war’’ in their ‘‘ battle for life.” 


Although my experiments and inquiries in 
the South were not made with reference to the 
strong and healthy, but entirely with an eye to 
the interest of the suffering consumptive, yet 
those who so boastfully enjoy the blessing of 
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health may well consider what is said. Many 
who now “enjoy bad health” were not always 
ill, and those travellers who now so freely join in 
the pell-mell rush for steamboat, stage, hotel- 
register and slecping-car may, in a few short 
months, be on the sick list, needing sympathy 
and encouragement. 

In this paper I wish to consider only the 
advantages and disadvantages of wintering in 
the South. Many there are who go South for 
amusement; leaving home in perfect health, and 
who readily find comforts and accommodations 
which to the person with consumption would be 
<listressing and dangerous. 

A winter in a mountain district at a mean 
temperature of 60° is more exhilarating and en- 
couraging than many consumptives suppose. 
The influence of such air and such a climate on 
a person with weak lungs is marked, and the 
improvement rapid and often lasting, provided 
only the invalid can secure proper diet, com- 
fortable sleeping apartments, and equable sur- 
roundings. The exercise in the open air—riding, 
driving, fishing—in the winter months, is invig- 
orating and desirable if the necessary comforts 
are to be obtained. The consumptive must have 
a regular, systematic, and nutritious diet. To 
he successfully treated, phthisical persons must 
feel that they are fighting for existence. We 
must have a rousing, restoring, heroic treatment. 

This general breaking-down must be provided 
for and stopped. The removal of all the causes 
and conditions unfavorable to a healthy develop- 
ment of all the organs must be insisted on. A 
consumptive must not cease to “push things” 
till the dreaded disease shows signs of yielding. 
From the difficulty of receiving supplies from the 
North in goed order in Florida, the regulation of 
the diet—an essential point—cannot be attended 
to at the hotels in the interior, now the winter 
resorts of the army of northern invalids. Con- 
sumptive people may be improved by the “ hog 
and hominy” diet, but I have not happened to 
fall in with any who looked as if they had been 
“improved.” Florida does not produce good 
beef, mutton, or milk. Let us look at this sub- 
ject as a serious matter for the man who must 
leave his home and friends to struggle for life 
against the ravages of this disease. 

And we have nothing for the interest and 
success of the hotel adventurers who “run” their 
hotels as if their guests had no rights which 
hotel men were bound to respect, and who are 
so regardless of the comfort of those, unfortu- 
nately sick, thrown in their way,—being indiffer. 
ent toeverything but the art of packing the 
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greatest number of invalids in the smallest space’ 
at four dollars per day. This packing system ig 
pushed with systematic vigor, and for beds, it were 
easier to stand up and sleep! And these stupid, 
deluded people who are so simple as to imagine 
that they are well provided fur, and being cured 
of consumption at a Florida hotel, only excite 
my pity. The climate in winter in Florida is 
most delightful, with sunshine and without frost, 
but to obtain anything more than the most 
simple food and miserable accommodations—in 
the present state of things—is next to impossible, 
The hotels must depend for their uncertain 
snpplies upon steamers from the North. A 
person in fine health can enjoy the winter and 
live well in Florida, shooting and fishing; but 
the invalid, accustomed to the delicacies and 
comforts at home, cannot get food of a sufficiently 
nutritive, palatable, and supporting character. 
Such articles as fine fresh butter, rich cream, fat 
beef and lamb,—animal food—which is of the 
greatest consequences and which the consump- 
tive must have if he would improve his unhappy 
condition, he cannot get. Parties who go to 
Florida with the hope of buying the delicacies 
they must have, will find greenbacks not suffieient 
inducement to persuade the Freedmen toshoot and 
fish for them. While the rivers and lakes of the 
St. John are alive with fich in shoals, jumping in 
every direction, and easily taken, if you ask 4 
man to fish for you, he will probably tell you, 
‘No use gwyne to dat riber, ’cause de gud darn 
fish don’t bite, sho’ as you live, boss.” The 
innocent delight of the Florida darkey is to sleep, 
eat bacon, and keep “shady” when he can; 80 
the invalid from the North must paddle his own 
canoe, and hunt and fish for himself. 

St. Augustine, on the shore of Matanzas Sound, 
is protected from the sea by the island of Anas- 
tasia, has a very mild climate, and more to re 
commend it as a resort for consumptive persons 
than any other spot in Florida. The sea breeze 
is very bracing and refreshing. There you do 
not suffer from the lassitude and general debillty 
so common to persons of weak lungs. 

St. Augustine is the oldest settled place in the 
United States. Three hundred years ago, Ms 
NENDEZ massacred the Huguenots cast ashore 
here. The old friend and companion of Couv¥ 
nus was the first to visit this coast, as early 8 
1513. He named it Florida, from the number of 
flowers he saw. In 1665, the place was sacked 
and plundered by Capt. Davis, an English pirate. 
As early as 1640, there was a population of two 
thousand persons. In 1821, Gen. Jackson fi 
the Spanish standard to be lowered to the stars 
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naar es seesaw 
and stripes, after a Spanish rule of two hundred 
and fifty years. It was in this region that Gen. 
Jackson, anticipating trouble with the Spanish, 
marched his men seven hundred miles in seven- 
teen days. Gov. Grant was the first English 
governor of Florida; Gen. Jackson was the first 
United States military governor. In about 1690, 
a Spanish captain brought to St. Augustine a 
parcel of Spanish negroes to work his planta- 
tion—hence the inauguration of slavery there. 

The streets of St. Augustine, in the time of the 
Spanish rule, were in good order, but they are 
now badly cut up; and being only nine feet wide, 
without sidewalks, are dirty and dusty, with 
shifting sand. The houses are, many of them, 
two stories high, with piazza fronting each, open- 
ing on the second floor. The plan reminds one 
of some of the oldest portions of Quebec. 

Very few of the old Spanish stock are now 
found here, but you detect in the bright eye, 
elastic step, and raven locks of some of the la- 
dies, the evidence of the old Spanish blood. 

The luxuriance of the growth, and the fresh- 
ness of the out door creeping vines, roses, and 
shrubs, add materially to the appearance of the 
houses. 

The town is less than ten feet above the sea, 
and the Government constructed a great sea wall 
to protect it from the sea, which was from 1837 
to 1848 in building. This wall makes a grand 
promenade, and the United States band from the 
Barracks, playing daily in the Plaza, affords 
about the only entertainment of the place. 

Oranges are very plenty and luscious. One 
cannot conceive of the life and freshness of the 
golden fruit plucked direct from the tree, as they 
hang in clusters. A healthy orange tree of twenty 
years’ growth, will yield from five to ten thou- 
sand oranges yearly. Such trees are not unlike 
our full grown apple trees, but much more com- 
pact. Previous to 1835, when this place was 
visited by severe frost, the income from oranges 
exceeded seventy-five thousand dollars yearly. 

If parties who go to St. Augustine in search 
of health, can secure a cottage and supply their 
own table, or can obtain board in one of three or 
four private boarding-houses, they will be sure 
to enjoy the most lovely winter climate, with 
fruit and vegetables all winter. Several estima- 
ble, educated ladies are keeping boarders here, 
but unfortunately, are always full; in fact, their 

rooms are engaged from year to year, in advance. 

The uninitiated stranger who arrives here to 
remain during the winter, must go to the hotele, 
Which are little better than those at other Florida 
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ignorant of the wants and necessities of northern 
consumptives. You meet with persons who are 
satisfied, perhaps well pleased with Florida ho- 
tels, but they are either sadly uninformed of the 
attention and comforts required by the sick, or 
have the constitutional vigor necessary to with- 
stand the effects of the penetrating trichinew, and 
can masticate raw-done flesh without fear of these 
little parasites. 

For those who can be located properly here for 
the winter, and who are recommended sea air 
with mild climate, I think there is no place in 
our country equal to St. Augustine. One curious 
objection is the difficulty of reaching St, Augus- 
tine, and the uncertainty of getting away again. 
After touching a steamboat landing called Pico- 
lata, with a small one-story building for a stage 
station, you find, often, the seats in the stage fur 
St. Augustine all engaged; and the poor, pale, 
colorless sufferer is left by the steamer on the 
dock, ready to fall from exhaustion, and fainting 
for breath, and is told that he must remain in 
this station building, as the only shelter, the re- 
mainder of the day and night; with a fair chance 
for spending the night on the bare floor, as the 
writer had the “ pleasure” of doing on going to 
and returning from St. Augustine. 

The stronger passengers will always find stage 
seats, and over-reach the weaker at every turn. 
The weakest invalid must submit to all sorts of 
extortion, imposition, and impudence. The man- 
ner in which northerners, far advanced in con- 
sumption, and almost helpless, submit to be 
packed into these stages is marvellous, After 
the night at Picolata Station, you rise from an 
unrefreshing rest, and, with a scanty meal, pre- 
pare for a stage-ride of eighteen miles through 
sand a foot deep, for St. Augustine, If it were 
possible to know when the sick man would reach 
Picolata landing, by all means get word to St. 
Augustine for a special conveyance to meet him 
at the boat. A very kind and sympatbizing 
lady, in charge of the station, is wearing herself 
out to oblige the sick who must wait for the next 
stage; does all she can with the very limited 
means furnished by the stage company. But 
her efforts are unavailing for the ccmfort of her 
guests, and it were far better to have a convey- 
ance ready to take you across to St. Augustine 
direct. It is to be hoped the irrepressible Yan- 
kee will soon open steam communication to St. 
Augustine, by changing the entrance to the har- 
bor, where the water, now only nine feet on the 
the bar at low water, preventing the approach of 
able steamers, will be altered so as to admit 





Winter resorts, and conducted by persons entirely 


large steamers. When this is accomplished, we 
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shall have easy and regular access between Sa- 
vannah and St. Augustine. Ata landing far up 
the river St. John, called Enterprise, another 
winter resort, southeast from St. Augustine. 
where the river boat touches, you are as far 
south as northern invalids think of going for 
the winter. A single house, owned by the steam- 
hoat captain, is all the provision made to re- 
ceive the worn-out, half-starved consumptive. 
This hotel in winter is always full of northern- 
ers, sent down here to die and be wrapped up 
and buried in the shifting sand. It is impossi- 
ble to imagine the melancholy air, haggard, suf- 
fering, wasted form, sparkling eye, and sunken 
cheek of the poor creatures found here, bathed 
in perspiration from weakness and the heat of 
the sun, shining in all his glory upon sand as 
white as snow, blinding one and making exer- 
cise impossible. In this region are the most 
magnificent orange groves in the world. In the 
midst of a grove here, is a most remarkable 
spring, very deep, cold, and thoroughly impreg- 
nated with sulphur. The climate here, at En- 
terprise, Indian River, and Key West, is more 
mild than at any other locality within the limits 
of the United States. In this latitude bananas, 
figs, cocoanuts, coffee, olives, lemons, and ginger, 
may be cultivated. Noble live-oak, magnolia, 
and pine trees make up the dense forest. I could 
recommend this region for sports who are after 
large game. Bear, deer, panther, and wildcat 
abound in the forest. There is no other place 
where you can kill a breakfast of deer at easier 
rifle-shot, without leaving your camp. The as- 
tonished deer will walk directly over your camp- 
ing-place. The weather is so mild, that the only 
shelter required, if you wish to lodge out of 
doors, is the simple rubber blanket, or you can 
suspend yourself, with comfort, on a hammock, 
As the mosquitoes never get their wings touched 
with frost, they are healthy and very trouble- 
some late in the season, But if you can keep 
the moccasin snake from under your blanket, 
you will fare well, and have all the game you 
desire, As 1am only interested in the question 
of climatic influence in the treatment of pulmo- 
nary consumption, I will leave it to others to de- 
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At another landing on the river, called Green 
Cove Springs, the winter season is most delight. 
ful. At this place there is one hotel and several 
excellent private families who take boarders, but 
the climate is too hot and debilitating. There is 
regular communication here by steamer from 
Jacksonville, The sulphur springs here are 
much resorted to by persons suffering from 
rheumatism and dyspepsia, who think they get 
benefited. At this resort you experience the 
same difficulty as elsewhere in Florida, the seri- 
ous want of ice, good water, milk, and ‘suitable 
diet. Pilatka, on the St. John’s, a hundred 
miles from Jacksonville, has a beautiful situa- 
tion. There are a number of houses here, and 
stores with a large supply of northern goods, a 
drug store and a hotel. The wants of the inva- 
lid are not better supplied than at the hotels 
down the river. The writer was struck with the 
opportunity offered, and the wisdom and propriety 
of persons suffering from pulmonary consump- 
tion to organize and leave home in a company, 
with nurses, servants, and a good supply of com- 
forts and conveniences, and: locate here for the 
winter, having temporary cottages shipped and 
put up, ready to receive the party. In this way 
a supply of medicines, canned meats, ice, and 
luxuries could be had. Tomatoes, green peas, 
cucumbers, and Irish potatoes can be grown as 
early as March, and lettuce and radishes every 
month, 

At Fernandina and Hibernia, on the river, the 
heavy dews at night and the intense heat of the 
day are not favorable for persons with weak 
lungs. 

Jacksonville, also on the St. John, is the largest 
town in Florida. Much better accommodations 
can be had here than at any other place on the 
river. There is daily communication, by rail 
and boat, with Savannah. Jacksonville is des- 
tined to be a great business centre. Ocean ves 
sels of a thousand tons can come up to the town. 
The advantages for market gardening, and thé 
opportunities for shipping will make this a very 
busy place. The climate is balmy. The houses 
are small, but comfortable. All the best dwell- 
ings are occupied by New Englanders. The fa 





scribe the wonderful, picturesque scenery. The 
palm and palmetto tree, the hundreds of alliga- 
tors basking in the sun, wild geese, turkeys, 
ducks, and the scream of the bird of Washington 
(our imperial eagle)—all these combine to make 
the St. John’s river, with its banks lined with 
orange groves, and immense trees covered with 
moss hanging from their branches, a scene of 
unusual interest. 











cilities for reaching here by'sleeping cars from 
Savannah are complete, and the invalid who 
wishes a temporary trial of the air of Florida 
will find Jacksonville very readily reached, 
either by rail or boat from Savannah. 

To go to St. Augustine, one has a choice of 
route. Persons who do not suffer from sea-sick- 
ness, will find the steamers leaying New York 


| for Savannah three times a week, the most de- 
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sirable conveyance. Invalids who prefer the 
jnland route to Florida, will find the most 
safe and easy route the one from New York to 
Philadelphia, ninety miles by rail, occupying 
the sleeping car,and remaining one day in Phila- 
delphia for rest. Then from Philadelphia to 
Washington by rail, one hundred and thirty-six 
miles, stopping once, at Baltimore, for rest. 
Then from Washington to Richmond, one hun- 
dred and thirty miles by rail. Then from Rich- 
mond to Augusta, Georgia, by rail; and again 
yail to Savannah and Jacksonville. Then de- 
scend the St. John’s river to any of the landings 
on the river. Another route is to take ocean 
steamer to Charleston, and from Charleston take 
the “inside’’ steamer to Savannah, and from 
Savannah by rail to Jacksonville, so down the 
river. 

After leaving Florida, as the great winter 
resort of northern invalids, to find, in South 
Carolina, about one hundred miles from Charles- 
ton, the village of Aiken, a place having many 
special advantages of climate to recommend this 
section as peculiarly suited to cases of pulmonary 
disease. The climate here corresponds with that 
of the south of Franee. To reach this place 
from Charleston by rail, you pass through horri- 
ble, low, swampy land, full of venemous serpents 
and insects. The country rises gradually till 
you reach Aiken, six hundred feet above the 
level of the sea. This place is remarkably free 
from the fever and miasma of the marshy country 
below. The air is tonic, and easily breathed. 

This whole region is covered with magnificent 
pines, and the air permeated with pitch pine per- 
fume. For miles around a beautiful, wild, healthy 
country of hill and dale meet the eye. 

Aiken has four churches, a number of well- 
stocked country stores, several pleasant private 
boarding houses, a post office, three physicians, 
and a railroad depot. 

The people are highly educated, sociable and 
obliging. Northern people are treated with 
‘ civility. 

In the interior, some of the inhabitants: con- 
sider a northern man their declared. enemy, and 
have no confidence in him; but all want quiet, 
and an opportunity to begin life anew. 

The writer rode from seven to ten miles daily, 
sanning the country to test the climate, and he 
does not remember to have received an unkind 
word, but on the contrary found every one com- 
municative and agreeable. 

The soil of this region is, much of it, unsuited 
for agricultural pursuits, but on the edges it is 
fertile and well-adapted.to the culture of the 
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grape and other fruit. The land is offered by 
the owners at a ridiculously low price. Several 
fine farms of vineyard culture owned by parties 
here, are for sale very low. Aiken is seldom 
visited by the frost, snow, cold rain and sleet so 
much dreaded by the consumptive. The walks are 
always dry a few hours after a rain, making exer- 
cise safe and profitable. There is a large hotel at 
this place, conducted by Mr. Henry Smuyser, who, 
with his estimable wife, exerts himself to make 
his gaests comfortable. The sleeping apartments 
are roomy, each with a large fire place for pine- 
wood fire, furnishing pleasant retreat for the 
rainy days. Aiken being only twelve miles from 
Augusta, Georgia, all extras and delicacies can 
be ordered twice a day from that if desirable. 
As a winter home for northern invalids, Aiken 
undoubtedly offers more inducements than any 
other locality in the south. The thermometer 
seldom falling lower than 32° during the winter 
months. In December 1867, from the 25th to the 
28th, the highest temperature was 85° and the 
lowest 75°. In January 1863, from the 2d, to the 
10th the highest was 75°, the lowest 40°. From 
the 20th of January to the 30th, the highest was 
58° and the lowest 48°. - 

Aiken being easy of access, having a regular 
daily mail, opportunities for getting horses and 
carriages, good water, good society, fresh coun- 
try air, with a clear sky, and magnificent 
scenery, making this region very desirable as a 
winter residence. The air is peculiarly dry and 
tonic. Exercise on horseback, so attractive and 
healthful, can be enjoyed without fatigue. The 
air is well suited to the promotion and enjoyment 
of regular exercise; and those who can walk, 
find the exercise not at all wearisome, bringing 
out the delightful glow of renewed health and 
rousing the dormant energy of all the organs. 
Of course prudence must be exercised in walk- 
ing, invalids should indulge moderately and not 
go in “training” for a walkist. Aiken has some 
objections as a resort for consumptives. At 
times the changes of temperature are sudden, 
sharp and serious, sending “all hands” flying 
to their quarters. There is a scarcity of good 
beef, the cattle are turned out to roam at will to 
gain scanty subsistence from the leaves of the 
pine forests. Such provender will not make 
good milk, and it is better to hire a cowor a 
goat, and keep it well fed to furnish you milk 
and cream. A good goat will give as much milk 
as & cow,—as the cows are very miserable speci- 
mens, very small and duly equalled, in starved 
appearance, by. the swine of the country. 

Parties who wish to club together and live 
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apart from the hotels can rent a house, or secure 
good rooms for the winter at very reasonable 
rent, furnishing their table with daily supplies 
from Augusta, In selecting a room at the hotels 
choose one on the second floor with open fire 
place, where the sun will shine directly on the 
windows; and where you will at all times be 
surrounded with a free circulation of air. After 
a winter judiciously spent here, with unremitting 
attention to their instructions, I see no reason 
why consumptives should not return home pre- 
senting signs of improvement. 

Tallahasse, Florida, is two hundred and ten 
miles from St. Augustine. To winter here, from 
sufficient reasons, is not worth the trial. Savan- 
nah, Georgia, for the winter is not at all desirable. 
The sudden changes, poor water, and the fogs 
from the old rice fields had better be avoided by 
Northern consumptives. Augusta (Georgia) is 
much to be preferred. Being a handsome thriv- 
ing place, very like a northern city, and has 
many inducements to offer the invalid to winter 
there. The changes of temperature are sudden, 
however. 

Charleston, South Carolina, with its elegant 
houses, streets lined with ornamental tree, fine 
gardens and profusion of shrubbery and climbing 
vines, covering the neatly painted piazzas, give 
the city a warm, cheerful look. Charleston will 
suit a class of consumptives who wish ‘to be 
in easy communication with the North. 

ee 


GRANULAR DISEASE OF THE LIVER, 
AND OLD VALVULAR DISEASE OF THE 
HEART; SUDDEN DEATH FROM HEART 
CLOT. 


By A. P. Durcuer, M.D., 
Of Cleveland, Ohio. 

April 18, 1868. Called this day to attend Mr. 
——, aged 56. Merchant by occupation; of the 
nervo-bilious temperament; height five feet eight 
inches; weight in health 145 pounds; has no 
hereditary proclivity to any disease; parents 
both lived to old age. Has had a very active, 
laborious life, and has enjoyed remarkably good 
health, with the exception of a few attacks of 
intermittent fever, which he had when a young 
man, and acute rheumatism eight years since. 
Iias always been fond of good living, and at 
times indulged too freely in the use of ardent 
spirits. By industry and economy has accumu- 
lated considerable wealth, and is well situated to 
enjoy it, if he only had health; this has been 
gradually failing him for the last six monthe, 
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during which time he has been attended by three 
physicians, and taken much medicine, without 


any special benefit. To-day he is feeling badly, 


unless he can speedily find some relief for hig 
accumulating ills. 


Present Conpition. Pulse, in the recumbent 
posture, 78 per minute, rather strong and inter. 


perspiration; has been annoyed with this for 
months; bowels always costive; urine normal in 
quantity, highly covered with parpurine, specific 
gravity 1030; heat and nitric acid show no 
albumen, and after standing for twelve hours, it 
exhibits under the microscope the following: 
epithelium from the bladder, a large number of 
spindal-shaped crystals of uric acid, and globu- 
lar crystals of tyrosine. Microscopical exami- 
nation of the blood revealed a marked increase 
of the white corpuscles. The feet and legs were 
cedematous; the abdomen gave evidence of con 
taining a considerable accumulation of fluid in 
the peritoneum; the superficial veins of the ab- 
domen were enlarged on the right side; there 
was tenderness on pressure all over the epigastric 
region; on the right side, just beneath the costal 
parietes, the sharp edge of an indurated liver 
was clearly defined. 

On inspection, the chest was well formed; no 
inequality could be detected in the respiratory 
movements of either side; they were, however, 
more intercostal than natural. On percussion 
there was slight dulness over the base of both 
lungs. On auscultation, the respiratory mur 
murs were distinct, and the general character of 
the breathing more bronchial than usual ; sonor- 
ous rhonchi was heard in the larger bronchi, and 
loud bellows murmur in the cardiac region, just 
over the third intercostal space, near the ster 
num. The heart’s force is strong, and its rhythm 
perverted. 


He has a slight cough, and occasionally ex’ 


pectorates glairy mucus, streaked with blood; 
complains of dyspnoea; is annoyed with fiata- 
lence, and a sense of great tightness in the 
stomach; has a good appetite, and would like 
indulge it, if it were not for the suffering incur 
red; sleeps well at night, and would be refreshed 
by it, if it were not for the profuse perspire 
tion. He is considerably emaciated ; countenance 
rather sallow, with slight jaundiced tint of the 
conjunctive; the lower extremities are oo” 
ered with numerous small purpuric spots. His 





strength has quite failed him during the lst 


and begins to think that he has not long to live, F 


mitting; respiration 25 per minute; tongue cov. F 
ered with a thick yellow fur; skin hot and dry f 
during the day, at night bathed with profuse [ 
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three weeks; he is nervous, exceedingly anxious, | symptoms became so alarming, that his medical 
and the general expression of his countenance is | attendant ordered him home. 


that of one suffering with serious organic dis-| He returned on the evening of the 2d of July, 


> ease. 


and I was sent for the next morning. His gen- 


Diacnosts. This appeared to be clear. Old| eral symptoms were about the same as they were 
valvular disease of the heart from rheumatic | at the time he went away, with the exception of 
endo-carditis, and granular disease of the liver| the dropsy; this had increased greatly. The 


from 


Proenosis. 


the use of alcoholic stimulants.* 


limbs and abdomen were enormously swollen; 


This was not promising. The the abdomen, in particular, appeared to be so 
| patient’s vital powers were giving way under the fall of fluid, that it could contain aeadlnagians As 
' mutations of his complicated disorders. Nothing his kidneys had always failed to respond-to stim- 


was promised but a mitigation of his more press-| “!ating diuretics, I saw no way of mitigating 
ing symptoms. ‘Granular disease of the liver| the latter difficulty but by paracentesis, or the 
slways proves fatal, if it is not arrested in the|®4ministration of hydragogue cathartics. As 


TREATMENT. 


following for the latter: 
R. Tinct. colocynth, 


Tinct. digitalis, aa f.Zas, 
Aque font., f.Ziijss. M. 


Sig. A teaspoonful three times a day. 


Fortaer History or THE Case. 
the above treatment arrested the night sweats, 
diminished the dropsical effusions, improved his 
digestion, and increased his strength. He had 
but little dyspnoea, or tightness in the epigas- 
tte region. His mind became more cheerful, 
md he spent four or five hours a day at his 
sore, But this taxed his strength too much, 
ind making very little further improvement 
under my treatment, he concluded to relinquish 
the cares of business, and take a trip to St. Paul, 


Minnesota. 


He left his home on the 7th of June; endured 
the journey well. For some days he appeared 
» be improving, when all at once his dropsical 
toubles became so annoying, that he was com- 
yelled to call in a physician, who, from a very 
"perficial examination of his case, assured him 
tntt his kidneys were the chief organs diseased, 
iid if he could get them to act properly, he 
"ald soon be better. He prescribed the most 
‘mulating diuretics without avail; indeed, his 


eee 


liver, 


| 
Vhied 


ln of the 


‘The term cirrhosis, 


tarked 
‘ed eyphilitie 





olor, and nothing more. Cirrhosis is the Greek 


“¢tis) for yellow, and may with equal propriety be ap- 


0 several other diseases of the liver, where the 
organ is more yellow than in this; we have 
examples of this in acute atrophy of the liver 
hepatitis. 


The principal indications ap- 
| peared to be two; sustain the vital powers, and 
remove the dropsical effusions, Iron, quinia, and 
gentian, were prescribed for the first, and the 


Ten days of 


as applied to this disease of the 
mn consider as a misnomer. It does not express 
ological condition of the organ at all. It simply 


| frst stage; here it has unquestionably attained | the patient stoutly objected to the former, the 
| the second, or incurable stage, 


latter was employed according to the following 
formula: 
RK. Mass. pill hyd, gr. v. 
Pulyv. digitalis, 
Pulv. scilla, 
Pulv. gambog., Sa gr.x. M. 
Ft. in pill no. x. 
Sig. One pill every six hours. 


Three of these pills produced copious evacua- 
tions of water from the bowels, and materially 
increased the urinary secretion. This diminished 
the swelling in the abdomen and limbs very 
much. He could now breathe better, take more 
nutriment, and expressed himself as feeling very 
comfortable. The pills were continued at longer 
intervals, and two grains of quinia were ordered 
every six hours. 

At this period of his illness, by special re- 
quest of the patient, Prof. G. C, E. Wepzr met 
me in consultation, and after a protracted and 
minute examination of the case, coincided with 
me as to diagnosis and treatment. 

For several days the patient appeared to be 
gradually improving, when new symptoms de- 
veloped themselves, of a more formidable and 
fatal disorder—hcart-clot. This terminated his 
existence on the morning of the 13th. 


Autopsy, sixteen hours after death, conducted 
by Dr. D. B. Surrn, assisted by Prof. Waser 
and myself. 

Body considerably emaciated. 

Chest contained about one quart of straw- 
eolored serous fluid. 

Inungs congested, but in other respects healthy. 
Bronchial mucous membrane very red through- 
out, otherwise normal. 

Pericardium much thicker than usual, and 
contained nearly four ounces of clear serous 
fluid. 

Heart slightly enlarged, the left cavities being 





the parts principally affected. The three orders 
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of carnese colamne were indurated and thick- 
ened, The mitral valves were thickened, and 
one of them very much ossified. The left auri- 
cle was slightly dilated, and its lining membrane 
thickened; the opening forming the pulmonary 
vein was enlarged. The lining membrane of the 
ventricle was opaque, thickened, and indurated. 
The mitral orifice was contracted. The aortic 
valves were normal. A fibrinous clot of consid- 
erable magnitude occupied the left ventricle, ex- 
tending:far up into the aorta. The formation of 
this clot was the immediate cause of death. The 
anatomical lesions just described were of long 
standing, dating back to the acute rheumatic 
attack. The muscular structure of the heart 
presented no evidence of recent disease. 

Abdomen contained about two quarts of a faint- 
ish-red serous fluid; the peritoneum looked a lit- 
tle congested, but in other respects normal. 

Stomach rather larger than usual; mucous 
membrane healthy; muscular coat somewhat 
thickened ; vascular coat very clearly defined, as 
it always is in individuals who have been ad- 
dicted to the habitual use of alcoholic stimu- 
lants. Intestines normal. 

Spleen somewhat enlarged and indurated, ex- 
hibiting marks of antecedent inflammatory action. 

Kidneys perfectly healthy. 

Bladder healthy. 

Liver. This presented all the pathological 
characteristics of granular or “ hob-nail”’ liver. 
It was slightly diminished in, size, much paler 
in color than usual, its surface contracted and 
puckered, forming globules that resemble the 
head of the hob-nail. They were of various 
sizes, and appeared to be composed of the paren- 
chymatous substance of the liver, encapsulated 
by a firm membrane, which extended through- 
out the whole, rendering it exceedingly dense 
and firm. 

A microscopical examination of this membrane 
showed it to be fibroid, an epigenesis of inflam- 
mation. Such being its pathological nature, one 
ean see clearly how it produces those alterations 
in the configuration of this organ that constitute 
so marked a feature of this malady. Inflamma- 
tion being excited in the inter-lobular spaces, 
lymph is exuded; but owing. to some cause it is 
not absorbed, and the result is the construction 
of the new membrane just named, which, obey- 
ing one of the laws that belong to structures of 
this olass (fibrous tissue), while going through 
the process of formation, contract, and thus draw 
together the parenchyma at certain points, and 
produce the globular or nobulated condition that 


But in this case the contraction was not con- 
fined to the parenchymatous substance alone; it 
extended to other structures. The bloodvessels 
that supply the lobules were also affected. The 
membrane which naturally surrounds them in 
health, was morbidly thickened and contracted, 
no doubt exerting such pressure upon them as to 
obstruct the free passage of the blood. Hence 
portal congestion, serous effusion in the perito- 
neal cavity and extremities, with all their se 
quence, that proved so painful and annoying to 
our patient, and at one time so seriously threat- 
ened his life. 

GeneraL Remirxs. . During the last three 
years I have met with five cases of granular dis- 
ease of the liver similar to the one just de- 
scribed. In all of these there was co-existing 
disease of the heart. All had suffered with acute 
rheumatism, and all had been intemperate in the 
use of alcoholic stimulants. To what extent this 
disease prevails among inebriates, in the-present 
state of our knowledge, it is impossible*%o tell. 
One thing, however, is pretty certain, the disor- 
der is seldom met with: in individuals who are 
abstemious in their habits, and ignore the use of 
all intoxicating drinks. This has been clearly 
shown by a few statistics, that have recently been 
published in the London Lancet. In one table 
twenty cases of this disease are reported, and out 
of this number seventeen were habitual topers, 
and it was not atogether certain whether the 
three remaining were free from the ignoble 
habit. If this table be correct, we may say 
positively, that this disorder is confined exclu- 
sively to those who are inebriates. 

But thousands drink ardent spirits who never 
suffer from granular disease of the liver. How 
do you account for this? Simply upon the mode 
in which they are drank. Take for example 
whisky, the most common article of this class, 
let it be drank neat, or with very little water, 
upon an empty stomach, the injury inflicted is 
tenfold greater, than where it is taken largely 
diluted. The reason for this is obvious. When 
swallowed in this manner-it is speedily absorbed, 
and carried at once into the liver, where it 
excites a slow progressing inflammation in the 
inter-lobular spaces, which results in the forms 
tion of the fibroid membrane just described, and 
all the various phenomena so characteristic of 
this disease in its second or last stage. This 
was the mode in which our patient commonly 
drank it, and fifteen of those cases referred to 12 
the above table. - 

How long an individual may abuse his liver ™ 





we define granular disease of the liver, 


this way, without fatal injury, is not positively 
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disease is very slow, and its symptoms very 
obscure, particularly in the first stage, that is 


before the destruction of the minute branches of 


the portal vein, which is usually evinced by the 
nobulated surface of the liver, dropsical effusions 
jn the peritoneal cavity, enlargement of the su- 
perficial veins of the abdomen, and frequently 
co-existing enlargement of the spleen. In the 
case of my patient, I am well satisfied, that this 
disease had been gradually undermining his 
health for some years, and with his known 
habits, it is a little derogatory to the diagnostic 
skill of his former physicians that they never 
discovered it. Indeed, even after I had assured 
him most positively, that his liver was more at 
fault than his heart, one of them spent some 
time in trying to convince him that it was per- 
fectly sound. Three months before my first 
visit, the symptoms of granular disease of the 
liver were as pronounced as on that. day, and 
how any scientific physician could have treated 
him from day to day and not. deteeted it, I can 
only attribute to ‘downright stupidity or care- 
lessness. 

What influence the co-existing heart disorder 
had in causing the liver trouble and his death, 
isa question on which opposite opinions might 
beentertained. I believe it had but little to do 
with either. If the liver had maintained its 
integrity, he might have lived for years with his 
crippled heart. I am acquainted with a number 
of individuals in this city, who are apparently in 
the enjoyment of good health, and some of them 
are engaged in active and laborious pursuits, 
whose hearts are in no better condition than our 
patient’s was at the time of his death. All the 
lesions of this organ, discovered at the autopsy, 
were old, dating back no doubt to his acute 
theumatic attack. I do not. believe that the 
cardiac disease and the liver disorder had any 
pathological connection, their existence was 
merely a coincidence, When granular disease 
ofthe liver occurs as the result of cardiac trou- 
ble, it is of @ very different form, and could not 
bemistaken by any enlightened pathologist for 
the one now under notice. The chief lesions in 
this instance are found in the capillaries of the 
hepatic veins on the surrounding secreting cells, 
md not in the inter-lobular spaces. These 
ttlls become shriveled, so that portions of the 
bales sink down, while the portions occupied by 
the Portal vein project as fine granules, present- 
"£4n appearance quite different from the nobu- 

liver of the inebriate. 
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known. In most instances the progress of the 
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after it came under my care, I feel confident that 
no special benefit was derived from any medical 
treatment after the second week. It is true, the 
annoying night-sweats were arrested, there was 
a marked diminution of the dropsical collection 
of the limbs and peritoneum, and considerable 
improvement in strengh, but in other particulars 
there was nothing flattering. His trip to Minnc- 
sota, and the medical treatment he received 
while there, I shall ever regard as a great mis- 
take. The discontinuation of all tonic medicines, 
and the administration of powerfal stimulating 
diuretics, in the condition the patient then was, 
could only add to his troubles. Paracentesis 
or the employment of hydragogue cathartics in 
connection with the tonics, would have been 
much better practice. In all cases of this malady 
where the peritoneum is tensely distended by 
serous effusions, I have never found much benefit 
from the administration of diureticsalone. After 
parencentesis, or the evacuation of the fluid by 
way of the intestinal mucous membrane, they 
do much better, I believe the rule so generally 
adopted by many practitioners of delaying the 
operation of tapping until the last moment, is 
to say the least of it, exceedingly questionable. 
My experience teaches me that it should be re- 
sorted to much earlier than it usually is. I have 
the history of three cases of this disease, where 
there was progressing serous effusion in the peri- 
toneum, which were greatly mitigated by an 
early operation, and the subsequent use of tonics 
and non-stimulating diuretics. In two of the 
patients there was considerable albumen in the 
urine before the tapping, but speedily disappeared 
afterwards. In all of these cases this treatment 
so restrained the dropsical effusion, that subse- 
quently it never became troublesome. 
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The Insane. 


The report-of the Superintendent of the Mis- 
souri State Lunatic Asylum shows the institution 
to he doing a most excellent work. The total 
number of patients during the past two years is 
565; number discharged during the same time, 
305, The expenditures of the Asylum for two 
years were $151,834, and the: receipts were 
$153,372. The cost of maintenance of each pa- 
tient was $3 52 per week, which is stated to be 
$1 72 less than the average, and forty-two cents: 
lower than the cheapest asylum in the United 
States. It is also stated that the colored insane 

are rapidly increasing, there being about one to 
every 1,000 of the colored people. Special legis- 





reflecting over the management of this case 


lation for their benefit is recommended. 








HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


Hospital Reports. 
Pennsy_vania Hospitat, 
Philada., Nov. 7, 1868. 


Curnic or J. M. Da Costa, M.D. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Kidney Complication in Intermittent Fever. 

Catherine S. This patient was admitted to 
the hospital four or five days ago, on account of 
intermittent fever, quotidian type, from which 
she had suffered for a week prior to admission. 
There was nothing peculiar about the case as 
regards the intermittent fever, which was treated 
in the ordinary way with quinine, twelve grains 
a day; for the last two days she has bad no chill. 
The patient has a markedly malarial face, the 
skin is sallow, slightly yellow, the eye of pearly 
hue, and there is an expression of depression 
about the countenance which is very character- 
istic. 

The peculiarity of the case lies in the kidney 
complication, which consists in the presence of 
renal epithelium in the urine. Sp. gr. 1029; 
no albumen, sugar nor caste. The kidney is 
shedding epithelium, a disordered action not 
unlike what is met with in other blood affections, 
in scarlet fever for instance. In scarlatina, how- 
ever, albumen and tube casts are generally pres- 
ent, which is here not the case. 

This shedding of renal epithelium going on 
during convalescence from malarial fever would 
seem to have some connection with the malarial 
poison. The examination of the urine will be 
continued to ascertain whether the desquamatidn 
ceases completely with the cessation of the 
malarial disease. 

The patient was placed on the tincture of the 
chloride of iron, twenty minims ter die, and the 
quinine reduced to eight grains a day. 

Effects of Heat-Stroke. 

Charles R. has been in the hospital some time. 
He is a laborer of healthy family, with no history 
whatever of any constitutional taint. During 
August last he was very much exposed to the 
heat of the sun. Although not rendered insen- 
sible, he was made very giddy and ill by the 
exposure, and obliged to give up work. This 
form of heat-stroke is quite as severe in its con- 
sequences as that in which the person is ren- 
dered perfectly insensible.. He has not been the 
same man since its occurrence, but has suffered 
from vertigo, unsteadiness in his gait, and trem- 
bling, The trembling is more particularly pro- 
duced when any motion is attempted. It is con- 


[Vor. XX, 


fined to the arms and legs, never affecting the 
face. When he was admitted it was painful t 
witness the tremulous action of the muscles of the 
extremities when he attempted to move or walk, 
His case is now very much what it was on admis. 
sion, excepting that itis far less marked; the 
trembling is not nearly so great, the vertigo is 
not so severe, and he walks better. 

What has been the matter with this man? Te 
is laboring under the direct effects of sunstroke, 
The symptoms still present are caused by the 
depression of the nervous system and the altered 
state of the blood that heat has produced. It 
is not a case of softening of the brain; the his 
tory is against that supposition. Moreover, al- 
though a certain amount of tremor happens in 
some cases of softening, want of power of the 
muscles is a much more prominent symptom, and 
this man has no want of power. He has a well 
developed biceps muscle, and there is no evidence 
anywhere of any distinct weakening of the mus 
cular apparatus. There is also an absence of 
headache. Having thus excluded softening, it 
is necessary to examine into the cardiac phe- 
nomena, for it will happen in rare cases, where 
disease of the heart exists, that portions of the 
fibrinous, or even of the so-called bony concre- 
tions on a valve, are washed into the circulation, 
and that marked tremor, with vertigo, occurs a 
a consequence. So well known is this fact, that 
some of the very ablest pathologists now believe 
that in chorea and in the various forms of par 
alysis agitans, which bears a still closer like 
ness to the disease presented by this patient, 
there is a plugging of the smaller cerebral ante 
ries with emboli. Therefore, it is always im- 
portant in a case of tremor, particularly when it 
appears to have come on suddenly, to examine 
into the condition of the heart, to see whether 
there is reason to suspect embolism. In this 
case there is no disease of the heart present. 
Again, certain forms of tremor are produced by 
working in mercury, by the excessive use of to 
bacco, and by excessive venery. The history ia 
this instance at once sets aside any such causes. 
A perfectly healthy man, working as a laborer 
is exposed to the sun, becomes giddy, and bs 
been giddy and trembling ever since. There# 
no evidence of there having been any cachens 
His occupation is not one which exposes hia" 
any poison, and there is every reason to beliere 
his habits are very exemplary. There is only 
one other affection to be considered, and that is 
locomotor ataxia. The uncertainty of gait which 
this patient presented at one time, might lead to 








the supposition that it was a case of locomott 
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ataxia, But this man has never presented the 
least evidence of a want of the power of ciordi- 
nating his movements, Moreover, trembling is 
very rare in locomotor ataxia; it is the excep- 
tion, not the rule. And that disease is almost 
always limited to the lower extremities; here the 
upper and lower are affected alike. In the vast 
majority of cases of locomotor ataxia there is im- 
pairment of sensibility, the patient does not feel 
the ground he treads on, There is no such im- 
pairment of sensation in this case, and there is 
also an absence of the sharp pains which belong 
w that diseass. He never suffers pain, not even 
in his head; he feels inconvenience from the ver- 
tigo, but that is all. Thus, then, the case is 
shown by exclusion to be one of tremor from 
heat stroke, with consequent alteration of the 
blood. The brain is probably the portion of the 
nervous system at fault, and judging from clini- 
cal evidence, it is in the corpus striatum that the 
‘irculation has become more particularly disor- 
dered. 

With this view of the case the man ought to 
improve on nervous tonics, phosphorus, nitrate 
of silver, and cod-liver oil. Moreover, on ac” 
count of the vertigo, derivatives acting on the 
bowels, and counter-irritants at the back of the 
neck ought to be used. This treatment has been 
followed, and the result proves its correctness. 
He at one time took iron, which was exchanged 
nitrate of silver, and now, because of the 
danger of discoloration from the continued use 
of the nitrate, he is taking, instead, oxide of sil- 
ver, one-half a grain ter die. He is also taking a 
tablespoonful of cod-liver oil three times a day. 
He has good nourishing food. Occasionally he 
takes w scidlitz powder, or a dose of cream of 
tartar, and has a blister applied to the back of 
the neck, 


—— 
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Pharmacology of the Alkaloids of Cinchona, 


By Dr. W. Beawarzex Translated from the German by 
Dr. M. Priaum. 


Most of the salts of the alkaloids of cinchona, 
Yhich are in use, especially the neutral ones, 
we not soluble enough for hypodermic injections. 
The salts of all the different bases are rendered 
wluble by the addition of muriatic acid better 
han by any other acid; it changes greater quan- 
lties of the neutral salts into acid ones than 
Wen sulphuric acid. For instance, if to ten grains 
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quin. sulph. be added 7 gr. acid. hydroch, di}. (ph. 
austr.) and thirteen grs. water, a solution is 
formed in the proportion of 1-2, In order to try 
the practical application of the different prepara- 
tions, the writer made several experiments With 
dogs, injecting differently strong saturated solu- 
tions, with the intention to learn whether the 
local phenomena, which so frequently occurs, are 
a result of the chemical constitution of the alka- 
loids, or of the quantity of the alkaloid applied, 
or of the surplus of the acid used for the solu- 
tion of the alkaloid. The results of these expe- 
riments are as follows: 

lst. Neutral lotions of the salts of quinine 
and quinidine even weakly concentrated are 
more apt to produce inflammation and suppura- 
tion on the place of the injection, than the acid 
ones, 

2d. The quantity of the alkaloid, no matter 
which preparation be used, decides the degree of 
the effect on the whole system. The physiological 
action of both of the alkaloids was the same, only 
the quinidine seemed to be a little more effectual 


as 100 milligrams* to one kilogram,t bodily 
weight caused the death of the animal, whereas 


110 milligram quinine to one kilogram only pro- 
duced a very violent intoxication. Vomiting 
occurred frequently after the injection of both of 
them, and always when the dose reached fifty 
milligrams to one kilogram body weight; it 
seemed to have a beneficial influence on the 
course of the poisoning, though there could not 
be found a trace of the alkaloid in the sputa, 
Just of the same result were the experiments 
with quinoidin salts, of which the quinoidin 
muriat. is preferable to all the others on account 
of the great quantity of the alkaloid contained 
in it and its constability. The fatal dose seemed 
almost exactly 120 milligrams to a dog weighing 


» | one kilogram. 


Finally, the writer tried cinchona, the result 
of which is that its action is much weaker than 
that of the above-named salts. It proved to be 
fatal when the dose reached 150 millograms to a 
dog of one kilogram; the course of the following 
phenomena was much slower, and vomiting 
occurred only once, and that in a very small 
degree, tlie local reaction was insignificant. The 
different physiological action of cinchona from 
quinine and its isomerics seems to be caused by 
their different solubility, the former being not 
soluble at all in cold water, only very little in 
hot water, (2500 parts) and not rendered more 





* 1 milligram is equal to 0.154 gers. Troyweight. Transl. 
+1 kilogram is equal to 2.57951 pounds Troy weight. 
Tranal. 








soluble by the addition of volatile alkali, whereas 
freshly precipitated quinine is soluble in 350 
parts of water, and in still less after the addition 
of volatile alkali. 

As the writer, according to the above, had not 
found any essential difference between the phy- 
siological action of quinine and quinoidin, he 
furnished physicians in Vienna pure salts of the 
latter alkaloid, to try their effect on intermittent 
fever patients. In thirteen such cases, a single 
dose of twelve grains of the muriate, acetate or 
citrate of quinoidin was sufficient to prevent 
further attacks or to abort them; in the four- 
teenth case the medicine could not be borne. On 
the other hand such favorable results did not 
appear in those cases in which Dr. Loent tried 
the salt; he found that the muriate of quinoidin 
is about a third part weaker than the sulphate of 
quinine. The transition of the quinoidin into 
the urine was demonstrated twice. ‘The subcuta- 
neous application of quinoidin was of no satisfac- 
tory result, although the fever was decidedly in- 
fluenced, for it produced too violent inflammation 
and even gangrene on the place of the injection. 

At the clinic of Professors Ducnex and Braun 
in Vienna, the carbolate of quinine was tried in 
cases of puerperal and typhus fever; it seemed to 
act beneficially on most of the symptoms. As 
sometimes the pills, in which form it was admin. 
istered, came off unchanged, the writer gave for 
a trial small wafers saturated in an alcoholic 
solution of carbolate of quinine sprinkled with 
amylum ; but vomiting occurred after the admin- 
istration of the medicine in such a form, probably 
enused by the carbolic acid set free in the 
stomach. Quinine as well as carbolic acid were 
found in the urine, 





Calomel, 

Dr. M. G. Porrer read a paper on this subject 
before the Buffalo Medical Association, on the 
evening of May 5th, 186%, which is reported in 
the Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal of June. 
The paper is a very good resumé of the present 
state of our knowledge, but contains little that 
is new, exvept the suggestion that it would be 
possible to settle the question, by examining the 
stools chemically, so as to discover whether the 
use of calomel increases the amount of sterco- 
rine passed, sinee stercorine being altered cho- 
lesterine, the amount of the secretion of the 
latter could thus be measured. 

Dr. Lorurop, in reply, denied that the quantity 
of stercorine which escaped from the body gave 
any absolute measure of the quantity of bile se- 
creted, declaring that stercorine is the represen- 
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tative of the exerementitious portion, and tha‘ 
there is no reason to believe that the relation be 
tween the amounts of the secretory and excre- 
tory portions of the bile is a fixed one. 

In the New Orleans Journal of Medicine for 
October, Prof. Warren Stone, Jr., gives strong 
testimony to the value of calomel, when used 
with judgment. He thinks its first action is 
upon the mucous membrane of the bowels, and 
that when this is engorged, as in the so-called 
bilious attacks, calomel relieves the congestion 
by promoting free secretion. The dark “ bilious 
stools,” as they are called, he thinks are com. 
posed chiefly of the vitiated secretions of the 
mucous membrane, especially of the upper bow- 
els, 
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Orance Jupp & Co., N. Y., send us two heau- 
tifully illustrated annuals for 1869. The Ameri 
can Agricultural and the American Horticultural 
annuals. They contain, besides an almanac and 
calendar, an immense amount and variety of 


































useful, practical information for the farmer and : 
gardener. Paper covers 50 cents, cloth 75 cents. 

The Hearth and Home is the title of a new 
weekly issued in New York, under the auspices n 
of Perrinorut, Bates & Co. as publishers, and (i 
Donato G. Mitcuett and Harriet Bercuer T 
Stowe as editors, and Joserpu B. Lyman and 
Mary E. Donce as associate-editors. The paper . 
is intended for the Farm, Garden and Fireside, hi 
and the numbers already issued give promise of Ff 
great usefulness. The team is strong and ought § x 
to draw well. If an apology is needed for the BR | 
illustration it must be had in the associations. tn 

— The Caledonia County, Vermont, Med: | ™ 
eal Society met at Barnet on Wednesday, Jan. don 
13th, and elected the following officers: the 

President—S. ‘T. Brooxs; Vice-President—). § wh, 
W. Coretann; Secretary and Treasurer—H. ©. Fh ing 
Newew.; Executive Committee—C. 8, Canooy, The 
D. M. Merritt, B. F. Eaton. | 
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—— To remove the bitterness of sulphate of BF the, 
magnesia, which is the chief drawback of thit 9 yy 
useful saline aperient, it suffices, according 
the Bulletin de Thérapeutique, to boil a litle B [y 
coffee in the solution of the sulphate; the flavor a 
of the coffee masks that of the medicine. Th alg 
flavor of the decoction of senna may be cov = 
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AGRICULTURH IN SOME OF ITS MEDICAL 
RELATIONS. 


In this journal we have repeatedly emphasized 
the interest which the various departments of 
agricultural enterprise have for the enlightened 
physician, and have repeatedly censured as 








fally solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 


vation, will be liberally paid for. 
#P To insure publication, articles must be practical, 


brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 


prepared, so as to require litt] revistuwt® 

We particularly value the practical perience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom poss/ss a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the/profession. 

_—— 
CONCERNING HERESY. 

Our editorial a few weeks since on “The Mic- 

rocosm and the Macrocosm,” has brought down 

jwpon us the theological thunderbolts of a reli- 
gious paper in this city. Now in our innocence 
we thought we were assisting orthodoxy, by 
showing that the materialism of the present day 
was utterly illogical and self-destructive as a 
philosophical system. That we ourselves should 
he charged with holding the very views which in 
Voor and Moxescnorr we were attacking, is a 
remarkable indication of the keenness of scent 
(and bluntness of intellect?) of heresy-hunters. 
The dogmatist may indeed exclaim non tali 
ouxilio nec defensoribus istis, but he should have 
his eyes sufficiently open to tell a friend from a 
he, even though he may appear in what seems 
itfirst a questionable shape. 

There are scientific facts, true as any revela- 
tion, against which whoever strives does but 
dash himself against a wall. The part of wis- 
‘om is to accept them, and fearlessly to see how 
they square with religion; full of faith that 
whatever is true and real in this will not be even 
host remotely touched by any result of science. 
The man who has not this much faith, does little 
edit to his creed, whether it be contained in 
ihe canons of Trent, the Westminster Catechisms, 
nthe Thirty-Nine Articles. 


——— 

i Readers of the Reporter are invited to 
us copies of local Newspapers, and similar 
ations, from all parts of the country, which 

a matters.of interest to the profession. They 
by thankfully received, and acknowledged 





,| narrow, short-sighted, and every way unworthy 
News, etc. etc., of goneral medical interest, are respect- 


of broad and liberal professional views, that 
species of contempt with which veterinary medi- 
cine and surgery are so often treated in this 
country. 

An apposite document to illustrate further 
what we deem the importance to us of these 
branches, is the last report of the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, the Hon. Horace Carron. 

He tells us that in the fiscal year 1867-8 the 
prevalence of fatal maladies among all varieties 
of farm animals, resulted in the annual loss of 
not less than $50,000,000. The past year has 
not been one of peculiar misfortune in this 
respect, except in the dissemination of the splenic 
fever, commuuieated by Texas cattle; yet horser, 
mules, sheep, and swine have all suffered from 
the local prevalence of malignant forms of disease 
against which little veterinary skill is opposed? 
and little more than empiricism and supersti- 
tious folly is practised. A disease may suddenly 
decimate the cattle or horses of a neighborhood, 
the only popular knowledge of which is the 
statement that it is a murrain or distemper. A 
disease exists locally in several of the Southern 
States, by which the total loss of a plantation’s 
stock of horses and mules not unfrequently 
occurs, with scarcely an effort or hope for a cure. 
The annual losses in swine cannot be less than 
$10,000,000 or. $15,000,000, by the disease com- 
monly known as ‘‘hog cholera,” for which no 
remedy has been found; and prevention has 
proved difficult and uncertain. 


On the breaking out of the splenic fever at the 
halting places of Texas cattle during the past 
summer, Mr. Capron commissioned Professor 
Joun Gamers, of the Albert Veterinary College 
of London, to investigate its character and causes 
and the means for its prevention. The labor was 
undertaken at once in several western States, 
including the Texas cattle stations of western 
Kansas. Post-mortem examinations, not only of 
diseased native stock, but of the cattle from 
Texas, were repeatedly made, and their results 
carefully recorded, all tending to connect the 
migrating herds of the Gulf coast unmistakably 
with the existence and spread of the disease, 
The report of this investigation, enriched with 
valuable material collected by the statistical 
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division of this Department. for a history of the 
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soluble by the addition of volatile alkali, whereas 
freshly precipitated quinine is soluble in 350 
parts of water, and in still less after the addition 
of volatile alkali. 

As the writer, according to the above, had not 
found any essential difference between the phy- 
siological action of quinine and quinoidin, he 
furnished physicians in Vienna pure salts of the 
latter alkaloid, to try their effect on intermittent 
fever patients. In thirteen such cases, a single 
dose of twelve grains of the muriate, acetate or 
citrate of quinoidin was sufficient to prevent 
further attacks or to abort them; in the four- 
teenth case the medicine could not be borne. On 
the other hand such favorable results did not 
appear in those cases in which Dr. Logent tried 
the salt; he found that the muriate of quinoidin 
is about a third part weaker than the sulphate of 
quinine. The transition of the quinoidin into 
the urine was demonstrated twice. The subcuta- 
neous application of quinoidin was of no satisfac- 
tory result, although the fever was decidedly in- 
fluenced, for it produced too violent inflammation 
and even gangrene on the place of the injection. 

At the clinic of Professors Ducnex and Braun 
in Vienna, the carbolate of quinine was tried in 
cases of puerperal and typhus fever; it seemed to 
act beneficially on most of the symptoms. As 
sometimes the pills, in which form it was admin. 
istered, came off unchanged, the writer gave for 
a trial small wafers saturated in an alcoholic 
solution of carbolate of quinine sprinkled with 
amylum ; but vomiting occurred after the admin- 
istration of the medicine in such a form, probably 
caused by the carbolic acid set free in the 
stomach. Quinine as well as carbolic acid were 
found in the urine. 








Calomel, 

Dr. M. G. Porter read a paper on this subject 
before the Buffalo Medical Association, on the 
evening of May 5th, 186%, which is reported in 
the Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal of June. 
The paper is a very good resumé of the present 
state of our knowledge, but contains little that 
is new, except the suggestion that it would be 
possible to settle the question, by examining the 
stools chemically, so as to discover whether the 
use of calomel increases the amount of sterco- 
rine passed, sinee stercorine being altered cho- 
lesterine, the amount of the secretion of the 
latter could thus be measured. 

Dr. Lormror, in reply, denied that the quantity 
of stercorine which escaped from the body gave 
any absolute measure of the quantity of bile se- 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


ON LON LON LLL LOLOL LON LON LON LOW LO ONO NOO ON ON LONONfOLNLONLLON GO OOOO LOO LO LOO OO 





creted, declaring that stercorine is the represen- 
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tative of the excrementitious portion, and tha‘ 
there is no reason to believe that the relation be 
tween the amounts of the secretory and excre- 
tory portions of the bile is a fixed one. 

In the New Orleans Journal of Medicine for 
October, Prof. Warren Stone, Jr., gives strong 
testimony to the value of calomel, when used 
with judgment. He thinks its first action is 
upon the mucous membrane of the bowels, and 
that when this is engorged, as in the so-called 
bilious attacks, calomel relieves the congestion 
by promoting free secretion. The dark “ bilious 
stools,” as they are called, he thinks are com. 
posed chiefly of the vitiated secretions of the 
mucous membrane, especially of the upper bow- 
els, 
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OranceE Jupp & Co., N. Y., send us two beau- 
tifully illustrated annuals for 1869. The Ameri. 
can Agricultural and the American Horticultural 
annuals. They contain, besides an almanac and 
calendar, an immense amount and variety of 
useful, practical information for the farmer and 
gardener. Paper covers 50 cents, cloth 75 cents, 

The Hearth and Home is the title of a new 
weekly issued in New York, under the auspices 
of Pertinoii1, Bates & Co. as publishers, and 
Donato G. Mitcuetn, and Harriet Beecuer 
Stowe as editors, and Joserpn B. Lyman ani 
Mary E. Doncs as associate-editors. The paper 
is intended for the Farm, Garden and Fireside, 
and the numbers already issued give promise of 
great usefulness. The team is strong and ought 
to draw well. If an apology is needed for the 
illustration it must be had in the associations. 





—— The Caledonia County, Vermont, Medi- 
eal Society met at Barnet on Wednesday, Jan. 
13th, and elected the following officers: 

President—S. ‘T. Brooxs; Vice-President—I. 
W. Corgtann; Secretary and Treasurer—H. ¢. 
Newe..; Executive Committee—C. 8, Canooy, 
D. M. Merniit, B. F. Eaton. 








To remove the bitterness of sulphate of 
magnesia, which is the chief drawback of this 
useful saline aperient, it suffices, according ‘ 
the Bulletin de Thérapeutique, to boil a little 
coffee in the solution of the sulphate; the flavor 
of the coffee masks that of the medicine. The 
flavor of the decoction of senna may be covered 
in the same way. 
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a= To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
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We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
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CONCERNING HERESY. 

Our editorial a few weeks since on “The Mic- 

rocosm and the Macrocosm,” bas brought down 

;wpon us the theological thunderbolts of a reli- 
gious paper in this city. Now in our innocence 
we thought we were assisting orthodory, by 
showing that the materialism of the present day 
was utterly illogical and self-destructive as a 
philosophical system. That we ourselves should 
be charged with holding the very views which in 
Voor and Mo.escnorr we were attacking, is a 
remarkable indication of the keenness of scent 
(and bluntness of intellect?) of heresy-hunters. 
The dogmatist may indeed exclaim non tali 
auxilio nec defensoribus istis, but he should have 
his eyes sufficiently open to tell a friend from a 
fe, even though he may appear in what seems 
at first a questionable shape. 

There are scientific facts, true as any revela- 
tion, against which whoever strives does but 
dash himself against a wall. The part of wis- 
dom is to accept them, and fearlessly to see how 
they square with religion; full pf faith that 
whatever is true and real in this will not be even 
most remotely touched by any result of science. 
The man who has not this much faith, does little 
edit to his creed, whether it be contained in 
the canons of Trent, the Westminster Catechisms, 
othe Thirty-Nine Articles. 
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AGRICULTURH IN SOME OF ITS MEDICAL 
RELATIONS. 


In this journal we have repeatedly emphasized 
the interest which the various departments of 
agricultural enterprise have for the enlightened 
physician, and have repeatedly censured as 
narrow, short-sighted, and every way unworthy 
of broad and liberal professional views, that 
species of contempt with which veterinary medi- 
cine and surgery are so often treated in this 
country. 

An apposite document to illustrate further 
what we deem the importance to us of these 
branches, is the last report of the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, the Hon. Horace Capron. 

He tells us that in the fiscal year 1867-8 the 
prevalence of fatal maladies among all varieties 
of farm animals, resulted in the annual loss of 
not less than $50,000,000. The past year has 
not been one of peculiar misfortune in this 
respect, except in the dissemination of the splenic 
fever, communicated by Texas cattle; yet horser, 
mules, sheep, and swine have all suffered from 
the local prevalence of malignant forms of disease 
against which little veterinary skill is opposed’ 
and little more than empiricism and supersti- 
tious folly is practised. A disease may suddenly 
decimate the cattle or horses of a neighborhood, 
the only popular knowledge of which is the 
statement that it is a murrain or distemper. A 
disease exists locally in several of the Southern 
States, by which the total loss of a plantation’s 
stock of horses and mules not unfrequently 
occurs, with scarcely an effort or hope for a cure. 
The annual losses in swine cannot be less than 
$10,000,000 or. $15,000,000, by the disease com- 
monly known as ‘‘ hog cholera,” for which no 
remedy has been found; and prevention has 
proved difficult and uncertain. 

On the breaking out of the splenic fever at the 
halting places of Texas cattle during the past 
summer, Mr. Carron commissioned Professor 
Joun Gamage, of the Albert Veterinary College 
of London, to investigate its character and causes 
and the means for its prevention. The labor was 
undertaken at once in several western States, 
including the Texas cattle stations of western 
Kansas. Post-mortem examinations, not only of 
diseased native stock, but of the cattle from 
Texas, were repeatedly made, and their results 
carefully recorded, all tending to connect the 
migrating herds of the Gulf coast unmistakably 
with the existence and spread of the disease, 
The report of this investigation, enriched with 
valuable material collected by the statistical 
division of this Department. for a history of the 
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outbreak, will be presented to Congress at an 
early day, together with a statement of the pre- 
vious history of this disease in this country, and 
chromo-lithographs of internal organs of animals 
dying from the disease. 

Now we perfectly well know that many dis- 
eases of cattle, as of men, have their origin and 
distribution in the unnatural and unhealthy con- 
ditions of their growth and management, natu- 
rally resulting from what is termed our civiliza- 
tion. These diseases belong to the class of ail- 
ments which are preventible. Their causes are 
known, and means of prevention are at our dis- 
posal; and if an enlightened state of public 
opinion leads to the formation of societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals, a higher appre- 
ciation of the dependence of domestic animals 
upon us, not only for food but for care and pro- 
tection from disease, should lead to the formation 
of establishments for the study of cattle in health 
and disease, and the training of a class of practi- 
tioners who would bring the highest medical 
skill to the treatment of our domestic animals. 
If motives of humanity should fail to influence, 
self-interest, in view of the annual losses of mil- 
lions of dollars in valuable property, should be a 
potential inducement to prompt action in this 
direction, The formation of veterinary colleges 
—not for the treatment of animals, but for the 
education of a class of practitioners of skill and 
science, who might become beacons, warning the 
proprietors of stock of the approach of disease, 
* and pointing out the means of prevention—is re- 
commended in warm terms. 

Another interesting point in the Report is the 
introduction of the cinchona plant. 

It is proposed to propagate, cultivate, and dis- 
tribute it among agriculturists. European gov- 
ernments, possessing intertropical colonies, have 
already taken the lead in the introduction and 
acclimatization of medicinal plants within their 
own limits. Mr. Carrow calls attention to the 
necessity which has arisen within the last few 
years for the initiation of prompt measures by 
the government to obviate the results of the ex- 
tinction of the cinchona forests on the Andes, 
which is caused by the negligence of the govern- 
ments of Peru, Ecuador, and more northern 
Andean states. The experiments of England, 
Holland, and other countries, have shown how 
readily new plantations of cinchona trees may 
be established in suitable localities, how rapidly 
the species becomes acclimated, and how early 
it yields satisfactory returns, and how easily such 
enterprises are popularized and rendered profita- 
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sity of existence, not merely as a cure, but as 4 
prophylactic agent. During the late war many 
thousand lives were saved by its use alone. In 
view of the approaching extinction of the cin- 
chona species, he recommends that an appropria- 
tion be made by Congress to introduce it, and to 
propagate and establish a cinchona plantation 
under the care of the Department. The atten- 
tion of the public was called to this subject in 
the annual report for 1866, and the present is a 
fitting time for carrying into effect the plan there 
recommended. 
—_——_——— 

THE CINCINNATI HOSPITAL. 
Early in the present month (January), an event 
of medical interest occurred at Cincinnati. It 
was the opening of the new hospital there. It 
cost nearly a million dollars, and is perhaps the 
very finest hospital building in the New World. 
It stands upon a large plat of ground that ex- 
tends north and south along Central Avenue and 
Plum streets, (its western and eastern lines, ) 448 
feet, and 340 feet upon Twelfth and Ann streets, 
(its southern and northern boundaries.) It stands 
entirely separated from other property, thereby 
giving it an advantageous situation, where light 
and ventilation, the two chief points, can be ob- 
tained from every quarter. Along its eastern 
boundary, Plum street, a few feet from the hos 
pital sidewalk, runs the Miami canal. 

The building itself was planned by Mr. N. C. 
Nasa. It is a sort of hollow block or square, in 
the centre of which has been placed a large 
fountain, which, during the hot days of summer, 
will gently throw out many trickling streams of 
fresh, cool water, moistening the atmosphere, aud 
refreshing the shrubs and flowers. 

It consists of eight almost wholly disconnected 
buildings, and has the appearance of one large 
and massive structure. The central portion and 
main entrance are situated on Twelfth street, 
about midway between Central Avenue and 
Plum street, and is termed the Administrative 
Department. The dimensions of this portion of 
the establishment are as follows: Seventy-five 
feet wide by fifty feet deep, supporting a main 
entrance, with a spacious hall directly throug 
the middle. Upon the first floor of this block 
the Superintendent and family have their apart 
ments, which will be comfortably fitted up; and 
appropriate departments, such as an apothecarf 
room and dispensary, pathological museum, t 
ception rooms, and a library for the resides! 
physician, are arranged. 

The basement has convenient rooms for sto 
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There is also a laboratory, laundry, and drying 
chamber, bathing-rooms, cellars, and other places 
of a similar character, besides the dining-rooms 
for the family and officers of the institution. — 

The second story is'devoted to the accommo- 
dation of officers for sleeping-rooms, and a few 
private wards are on this floor, for patients who 
wish to have extra care, and are able to pay for it. 

The third story contains a large room that is 
intended for the operating lecture-room, with 
seats for the accommodation of some seven hun- 
dred and fifty students. The light for this room 
is derived from a large skylight, and from a 
number of large windows at the end and along 
each side of the room. In addition to this lec- 
ture-room, there are apartments expressly adapt- 
ed for patients, both before and after operation, 
rooms for operators and their instruments, lava- 
tory, and bath-room. There is also a lift com- 
munication with each of the lower stories. 

There are six wards or pavilions of three sto- 
ries high. There is also a post mortem room, a 
mortuary, kitchen, bakery, engine room, porters’ 
lodge and servant’s hall, and dormitories, in this 
portion of the building. 

The different structures are connected by cor- 
ridors, that are intended to be thrown open dur- 
ing the summer to obtain a free circulation of 
pure air,,and to be closed during the winter. 
The establishment throughout is heated by 
steam. In the wards, coils of pipe are placed 
in heated air-chambers, and in the halls and 
basement a direct radiation procured from steam 
tables. 

The walls of the entire building are composed 
of brick, with sandstone finishing around the 
doors and windows. The upper stories, all the 
way around, are finished in the latest French 
ttyle, with Mansard roof of slate of variegated 
colors, 

In fact, both for elegance, convenience, and 
judicious hygienic arrangement, it were hard to 
point to the superior of this hospital. 

— 
THE CASE OF DR, WARING. 

Dr, James Wantne, of Savannah, Ga., has, 
We understand, brought suit before the coming 
term of the Superior Court of Chatham county, 
against the Georgia Medical Society, incorpora- 
ted in 1804 by a public law for exclusively hu- 
manitarian and scientifie purposes. The allega- 
tion is his expulsion, by secret ballot, for his 
Plities. The matter will be brought before the 
American Medical Association, which meets on 
the first Tuesday in May next, at New Orleans. 


EDITORIAL. 
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were, that he, in August last, “did become the 
surety on the bond of one Richard W. White, a 
person of color, now under indictment before the 
grand jury for larceny, elected Clerk of the Su- 
perior Court of Chatham county, in opposition 
to the wishes of the entire respectable commu- 
nity, thereby facilitating the qualification for 
office of said disreputable. person, and causing 
the removal of a responsible and respectable 
citizen ;” that he, at the same time, “did volunta- 
rily become surety on the bonds of Henry Broom, 
Josiah Grant, David Delgour, and Wm. Mitchell, 
persons of color, charged with inciting a riot and 
threatening the life of an old and unoffending 
citizen, thus upholding persons whose seditious 
character endangers the peace of this commu- 
nity.” 

It is impossible for us, with the limited infor- 
mation at our command, .to form any opinions in 
this case. We do not believe that for a mere 
divergence in political opinions only, the State 
Medical Society of Georgia would expel a mem- 
ber. Respect for its own reputation would pre- 
vent this, and for those traditions of liberal views 
and free discussion which it has always main- 
tained, : 

We hope that the proper steps will be taken 
to put the transaction in its true light. 

ee 


THE NEXT MEETING of THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


We hope that the approaching meeting of the 
American Med. Association will be fully attended 
by members of the profession from the Northern 
States. The season of the year, the conveni- 
ence of access to New Orleans by steamboat, and 
the well known delightful climate of the lower 
Mississippi in the Spring, are inducements which 
should alone decide many a hard worked doctor 
to take the trip “and so to interpose a little ease.” 
The expensiveness of the journey will indeed 
deter many, and this difficulty, therefore, should 
be reduced as much as possible. A steamboat 
could undoubtedly be chartered at Cincinnati or 
Louisville for the round trip, at a yery much 
less rate per person than for each to go by the 
usual conveyances. While at New Orleans those 
who wished could take their meals and sleep on 
board. 

All those who are desirous of entering into 
this arrangement should send their names and 
address, and the names of the members of their 
families they might wish to accompany them, to 
Dr. Wu. B. Arxinson, Permanent Secretary, 
No. 1400 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa., without 
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The specifications for which he was expelled 
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delay. Let as many as can, conclude to go, as 
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in this case it is not only the more the merrier, 
but also the more the better fare and the lower 
price. 

It is understood that unless enough names are 
received to make this method of taking the 
journey the cheapest, it will not be adopted. 


«<*> 
Ain aid 


Notes and Comments. 








Prepaid Postage. 

We have succeeded in including the subscrip- 
tions received up to January 13th, inclusive, in 
the list on which we prepay postage for the 
current quarter. Subscribers paying hereafter, 
to the 1st of April, will have their postage pre- 
paid from the beginning of the second quarter of 
the year, except new subscribers, who take all 
the numbers from the lst of January, who will 
have their postage prepaid from that date. 

We can only prepay postage from the com- 
mencement of each quarter. 





The Half-Yearly Compendium. 

The third number, (Jan. 1869), of the Com- 
PENDIUM will soon be sent to subscribers. Read- 
érs will find in it a full exposition of Connaeim’s 
new pathological theories; a valuable statistical 
article on opium poisoning; full and valuable 
notes on hypodermic medication, and on medici- 
nal inhalations; also on the action and the- 
rapeutic value of bromide of potassium; and an 
article on epilepsy, all collated from various 
sources, besides a carefully prepared summary 
of the literature of the preceding six months, 
in all the departments of medicine and sur- 
gery, and the collateral sciences. There is no 
other publication in the English language which 
is so extended and systematic as this, embrac- 
ing the medical literature of all countries and 
languages. The Compgnptum is an original 
work, the material carefully selected, and con- 
densed for it by a corps of collaborators, who 
are well known to the profession—not the appro- 
ptiated labors of British writers. It has been 
remarkably well received, both at home and 
abroad, 

The British Medical Journal, Jan. 9th, says: 


“Tae Hatr-Yearty Compenpium or Mepicar 
Scrence,—(Philadelphia, 8S. W. Burter, M. D.; 
London, Stevens Bros )» is a retrospect of medi- 
ence, which is of the highest interest to British 
authors, and we warmly recommend it to them. 
It not only contains all that Brarrawarre or 
Rankine give of British and continental extract, 
but it draws largely from native sources, which 
are little known and appreciated here,” 


COMMENTS. 


Wanted—A Professor! 

Not long since a caed was inserted in our col- 
umns calling for a candidate for a Professor's 
chair in a Medical Institution in a neighboring 
city—with what result we have not been ap. 
prised. But professional honors do not often go 
a-begging long, albeit they are sometimes costly, 

Any competent person desiring a chair of 
Physiology in a State Medica) Institution in the 
West, may hear of something tg his advantage 
by communicating with us. The compensation 
the first year will be small, but the prospects are 
good for a prosperous school. We desire letters 
from bona fide applicants alone, and those who 
can give satisfactory references as to qualifica- 
tions. Of course communications will be confi- 
dential. 


[Vor, XX, 





Extract of Fresh Beef. 

Our townsman, B. J. Crew, who is favorably 
known as a thorough chemist, and whose practi- 
cal mind has given the profession such useful 
adjuncts as his spread Mustard and Spice plas- 
ters, has introduced a preparation recently, that 
we doubt not will meet with a cordial reception 
from the profession. It is a concentrated Extract 
of Beef. Mr. Crew says: 

“This preparation represents, in a highly con- 
centrated form, the pure juices of the choicest 
beef, evaporated in the most approved manner in 
vacuo, which enables us to preserve in it the 
peculiar aroma of the fresh beef. 

“It differs from the usual forms of Extract in 
avoiding in its manufacture the use of the gela- 
tinous portion of the beef—which add to the 
bulk of the Extract, but nothing to its value.” 

It is put up in-two ounce jars, at $1.25, repre- 
senting the nutritive qualities only, of about three 
and a half pounds of the fibre of fresh beef. 

It will be observed that this price is consistent 
with the market value of good beef, while some 
of the concentrated beef dealers in the market 
profess to sell jars at $12 per dozen, guaran- 
teeing that each jar shall represent twenty pounds 
of beef! 


Mr. Crew’s preparation has evgry appearance 
of being exactly what it professes to be, and we 
have no doubt from the character and profes 
sional ability of the manufacturer, that it will 
give fall satisfaction to those who use or recom: 
mend it. 





A Criminal at Large, 
A correspondent from the West sends us the 
circular of a villain at Louisville, Ky., who ad- 
vertises an “Intra-uterine Magnetic Preventive 





of Conception.” It is nothing more nor less 
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than a uterine sound, of the ordinary make, 
which he sends for the modest price of $25.00, 
with fall directions how to use it to produce 
abortion. Such a rascal should be summarily 
dealt with. Is there no law in Kentucky by 
which he can be sent to the penitentiary? Will 
not the Medical Society in Louisville act in the 
matter? 

We will send his name, address, and a copy of 
his infamous circular, to any one who will agree 
to act against him. 





Mong Shaw Loo. 

Mone Saw Loo, the Burman convert who grad- 
vated from the Baptist university at Lewisburg, 
Pa., and subsequently took his medical degree 
at Cleveland Medical College to qualify himself 
for mission-work among his countrymen, recently 
visited Mandelay, the capital of Burmah, and 
received a very flattering welcome from the king 
and court. Valuable offers were made to him to 
become physician to the king, on a princely 
salary. 

Dr. Mona Saw Loo was for several years a 
subscriber to the Reporter while in this country, 
and was very anxious to continue receiving it in 
India, but found that it was impracticable on 
account of the postage, letter postage being 
required. 





The Siamese Twins. 

The history of the Siamese twins, who have 
long been residents of North Carolina, is well 
known in this country. They many years ago 
visited this city, with the view of having an 
operation performed to sever the connection be- 
tween them, but it was advised against. As old 
age advances upon them, they naturally feel 
gteater solicitude on the subject, because in case 
of the death of one of them the life of the other 
may be involved. They are now in Europe 
seeking surgical advice. .An English paper 
says: “Last week Cuana and Ena waited on 
Professor Syauu, at the: University, for this pur- 
pose. After a careful examination, Professor 
Sruz was strongly of the opinion that such an 
operation would prove highly dangerous to their 
lives, and accordingly advised that the operation 
should not be performed. Sir James Y. Siupson, 
Bart., also entertained the s: .¢ view, and the 
opinions of the two learned Professors may, we 
think, be taken as conclusive evidence on this 
hitherto debated point. It is intended, however, 
to take the opinion of 4 Paris Professor on the 
subject.” 

Tf one of them should die, and the other sur- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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vive, an operation with the knife or écraseur 
would of necessity have to be resorted to, and 
the result could be no cause of reproach to the 
operator, as it would be the only chance of saving 
the life of the survivor, The result would solve 
the problem whether the operation might or 
might not have been safely performed years ago. 
We trust that when this trying time arrives, it 
will be their good fortune to fall into the hands 
of an intelligent practitioner. 


—_—oe 
-—e 





Correspondence. 
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Abortion and Retained Placenta, 
EprTrors Mxp, anp SurG. Reporter: 

Mrs. L. aborted on the 27th of August, 1868, 
having been five months pregnant. Her medical 
attendant was a German “horoscopist.” For a 
number of weeks afterward she had frequent 
floodings, frequently inducing syncope. During 
four weeks of this time, the German doctor was 
still in attendance on the case. He was now 
dismissed, and an accomplished member of the 
regular profession called on to take charge of 
the case. He diagnosed a tumor in utero, and 
after some six weeks’ attendance, and being re- 
fused a consultation, abandoned the case. A 
“doctor woman” was now called in, who gave 
her teas of various kinds for two weeks more, 
The case then came under my notice. 

Age of patient 35 years; medium height and 
spare habit; much emaciated, with entire loss of 
appetite; pulse from 100 to 120; tongue furred 
heavily; occasional diarrhwa; urine high-colored 
and secretion much diminished; constant fever, 
with remissions; irregular chills, with flushing 
of cheeks simulating hectic; a profuse and dis- 
gustingly offensive vaginal discharge; abdominal 
muscles much attenuated, so that I could readily 
define size and position of uterus; sense of ten- 
derness, on pressure, over whole extent of ute- 
rus; size of uterus at least that of a seven months’ 
pregnancy; fundas projecting above the umbili- 
cus; on external pressure, gave sense of solidity ; 
os swollen and rigid. On this account, I was 
not able to explore within the os by the touch. 

From the ignoramus employed at the foetal abor- 
tion, the floodings, and profuse, offensive, and 
long continued vaginal discharge, I suspected a 
retained. placenta, and adopted a plan of treat- 
ment on this theory of the case. It is unneces- 
sary to give a long history of daily treatment, 
I overcame the inflammation, swollen and rigid 
















condition of uterus, by a mild mercurial course, 
combined with gentle friction, long continued, 
to the abdomen, with iodinized camphor lini- 
ment. I obviated the offensiveness of the vagi- 
nal discharge with injections of solution of car- 
bolic avid. Procured freedom from pain and 
rest at night with anodynes. This plan, with, 
of course, variations as required, was continued 
for twenty-seven days, when the tumefaction and 
rigidity of uterus had subsided, and I extracted 
the placenta. I thought it best to keep it asa 
specimen, and still have it in my possession. 

I detail this case, to show that nature is not 
always competent to her own exizencies, and to 
put on record another case of long retained pla- 
centa. I extracted it on the one hundred and 
nineteenth day after abortion. I likewise re- 
port the above case as a guide to future diagno- 
sis, and as another evidence that post partum 
hemorrhage is perhaps generally caused by re- 
tention, in whole or in part, of the secundines. 
My patient is not only convalescent, but has 
charge of her household duties. 

L. G. Hartey, M.D. 

Wooster, Ohio, Jan. 13, 1869. 








Eoclampsia Gravidarum. 
Erptors oF THe MEDICAL AND SurG. REPORTER? 

In the 26th number of the Mepicat anp Sor- 
cicaL Reporter for 1868, I have read with some 
interest the report of a case of “‘Eclampsia Gravi- 
darum,” oceurring in the practice of Dr. Krin- 
GELHOFFER, which affords very strong negative 
proof of the necessity of copious bleeding in like 
cases. Permit me to give you the following, 
occurring recently in my practice, as an example 
of the saving influence of that treatment. 

Mrs. C., a young married lady of 25 years, 
pregnant with her first child, of medium height, 
rather fleshy, and in robust health, was seized on 
the morning of January 14th, with convulsions. 
Her husband stated she was about seven months 
advanced, and bad been ailing for several days 
previous, complaining of pain in the back, and 
distress at the pit of the stomach. In the morn- 
ing previous to the attack, took balf a teaspoon- 
ful of spirits of campbor to quiet this pain, and 
at 10 o’clook in the evening eighteen drops of 
laudnum, the camphor failing to give the neces- 
sary relief. At 3 o'clock in the morning the 
first convulsion occurred, and at half past four I 
reached the house, and found her just coming out 
of her third fit. Pulse 100, and small. 
tenance flushed, and features distorted. 


Coun- 
Pupils 


moderately dilated. Bowels constipated, and 
urine suppressed, 
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I immediately bled her 30 ounces; and anothe, 
convulsion coming on soon after, drew 30 ounces 
more; applied ice to the head, mustard cata- 
plasms to the calves of the legs and nape of the 
neck, and ordered an enema, as follows: 


R. OL. ricini, f.3ij. 
Ol. terebinthinag, f.3}. 
Aquee fervent., Oiij. 


To be administered at once. 

After the last bleeding partially regained con- 
sciousness, and convulsions ceased for two hours 
and a half. 

10 o’clock, A.M. Bowels not yet acted upon, 
and no discharge whatever from the kidneyr, 
At the expiration of the above period, had 
another'severe spasm, Pulse 100, but fuller. A 
vaginal examination reveals the os uteri high up 
in the pelvis, and undilatable. No indications 
of labor pains. Ordered half a dozen leeches to 
the temples, and bled her again 16 ounces, 
sprinkling 15 grains of. calomel on the surface of 
the tongue. Enemas repeated every hour, dis- 
pensing with the turpentine. 

4 o’clock, P.M. Convulsions have recurred 
every 45 minutes since the last bleeding. Pupils 
dilated, but sensible. Total insensibility, and 
clonic spasms in the interval between the convul- 
sions. Bowels beginning to act freely. Intro 
duced catheter, and drew off half a pint of 
highly colored urine. Ordered blisters to nape 
of neck and calves of legs. Enemas repeated. 

5 o’clock and 15 min. Another convulsion, 
but less severe. Re-opened vein, and bled her 
20 ounces. Bowels acting freely. Pulse 100, 
and softer. A digital examination reveals no 
change in the os uteri, 

7 o'clock, P.M. No convulsions since last 
bleeding. Patient partially conscious. Has passed 
some water in the bed. Bowels acting freely, 
Clonic spasms have ceased. 

10 o’clock, P.M. No return of canvulsions. 
Patient sensible, but uneasy and restless, Pre 
scribed: R. Hyosciami tinct., custen tinct, 
moschi tinct., valerian tinct., 44 3ij. Twenty 
drops in a little water. 

12 o'clock, midnight. Patient perfectly rm 
tional. Has passed about two quarts of highly 
colored urine. Pulse 92, and soft. Dressed 
blistered surfaces. 

6 o'clock, A.M. First labor pain manifested. 
Patient sensible and quiet. Bowels and kidneys 
have acted freely during the night. Labor pains 
recurring every ten minutes, etc. * 

Suffice it to say, at 6 o'clock and 10 m., P. M.; 
the lady gave birth to a dead, seven months’ 





| child, after a perfectly natural labor of exactly 
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twelve hours. Convalescence progressed favora- 
bly, and I ceased my visits just twelve days after 
the occurrence of the first convulsion. 

Here was a case of puerperal convulsions 
saved, I firmly believe, by free and repeated 
blood-lettings. It is seldom that a practitioner 
is called upon to bleed so freely as as was done 
in this case. Had I have known the lady's habit 
and constitution as well before as since my at- 
tendance upon her, I should have bled her at 
first from the temporal artery, and to syncope, or 
nearly so. I have no doubt, had I done so, the 
convulsions would have yielded sooner, 

F. E. Martinparz, M.D, 

Port Richmond, L, 1, Jan. 26, 1869. 








Puerperal Convulsions, 
Evrtors MepicaL anp SugGicat Reporter: 

In return for the many interesting cases fur- 
nished from time to time, I take the liberty of 
sending the following, not thinking that there is 
anything extraordinary, or of skilful treatment in 
it, but simply the facts. 

Mrs. P., xt. 23; second confinement; strong, 
healthy; a farmer’s wife. I was called at 2 P. 
M. Found the patient in convulsions; she had 
had in all about sixteen. Frothing at the mouth, 
biting the tongue, face flushed, head hot, pulse 
strong, full, and frequent, pupils natural; uncon- 
scious the whole time. She had complained of 
headache-the night previous, and was compelled 
to walk about the room. 

Iexamined the os uteri, and found no indica. 
tion of labor whatever. The first step, venesec- 
tion, was performed to the extent of thirty-two 
ounces, with no abatement of the convulsions 
whatever. Next the head was shaved, and cold 
applied, poured upon the nape of the neck, but 
no improvement, Next an enema of oleum ri- 
cini and tiglii, as it was not certain the bowels 
had moved lately. No abatement. Ice applied 
constantly in bladder to the head. No appear- 
ance of labor still. 

Next, chloroform to the extent of two fluid 
ounces was administered. Improvement was 
toon visible. I thought of applying it to the 
spine, but how could it be done under such 
strong convulsions. I next tried ether, as the 
chloroform was about done, but the convulsions 
increased. It was now 6 P. M., and the patient 


was evidently sinking. What was to be done? 
To attempt to force labor was contrary to author- 
ity, Something must be done soon. Having the 
thloroform still administered, I found the os a 
ttifle dilated, but no pains, I dilated it by con- 
Want and steady pressure, and after a good deal 
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of difficulty, by manipulation and the forceps» 
succeeded in delivering a femalé child. The 
convulsions immediately ceased. She remained 
unconscious for twenty-four hours afterward, and 
under a dose of oleum ricini, and twenty-grain 
doses of bromide potassium, she fully recovered. 
W. Nopen, M.D. 
Roseneath, Canada West. 





Functional Neurosis of the Radial Nerve, 
Enrtors Mep. anp Sura. Reporter: 

Mrs. P. began a year ago to snffer from pains 
and numbness in her righthand. The numbness 
originated in the ungual extremites of the thumb, 
index, and medius, and. gradually extended up 
along the dorsal face of the hand and arm to the 
elbow, where it seemed limited. No history of 
any cerebral disease, such as vertigo, headache, 
tinnitus, etc. It seemed a local affection. 

I[aving covered her eyes I pricked her hand 
and arms and found complete analgesia. By 
applying cold iron, the sense of temperature was 
evidently lost, and on tickling with a feather 
there was no reflex action, showing a paralysed 
condition of the reflex nerves, or anesthesia, 
As I had with me no dynamometer, I plaged 
two fingers in her right hand and asked her to 
press, when I found a muscular weakness equal 
to no more than one degree of Matthew’s dynamo- 
meter. With these depraved sensations existed 
a numbness to such an extent that she could not 
even feel any object she touched, so that if she 
lifted any object, however small, and turned 
away her eyes, the object fell to the ground. In 
addition to this, co-existed pains, often intoler- 
able, especially in the night, preventing sleep. 

The most singular feature of this affection was 
the intermittent appearance of the numbness and 
pain. As soon as she put on a thimble or 
touched a needle the numbness and pain began 
at the finger extremities and extended upward 
to the elbow. The thimble and needle seemed to 
cause this perverted sensation more than any 
other object. As the affection was entirely 
limited to the right hand and arm, and the occu- 
pation of the woman was sewing, and as the 
thimble and needle seemed the efficient cause, I 
decided on a diagnosis of functional neurosis of 
the radial nerve (as the disorder seemed limited 


‘to the distribution of this nerve) of a similar 


nature as the writer’s cramp, chorea scriptorea. 

I applied electro-magnetism, and the benefit 
derived was very rapid. After each sitting the 
numbness diminished, the hand became stronger 
and the pains disappeated.’ There are still, after 
ten electrical applications, occasional returns, 
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but as the treatment still continues I hope for a 
complete cure, C. W. Stevens, M.D. 
Charlestown, Mass. 


—~<i> 





News and “Miscellany. 








In Every Saturday (Boston, Frevps, Os- 
coop, & Co.) for Jan. 30, is commenced a series 
of papers from advanced sheets, by Baron Lizsic, 
on the “ Nutritive value of different sorts of 
Food,” which will be of great value and interest 
to medical men. 

—— On Monday night, Jan. 25, at St. Stephen 
N. B., a lunatic, named Stephen Jones, killed 
his sister with an axe and then committed sui- 
cide. The young lady was about to be married, 
which fact is supposed to have enraged her 


brother. He was but recently discharged from 
an insane asylum. 





[ Notices inserted’ in this column gratis. and are solicited 
from all narta of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line. | 


MARRIED, 

Evans—Wartr —Neo, 31st, hy Rev. A. MeTlwaine, John 
Fvane, M.1)., and Miss Isabel Watt, both of Harner, In- 
diana oo., Pa. 

Newrit—Hares.—In Rochester, N. H.. on Christmas 
Five, by Rev. G. J. Abbott, Arthur C. Newell, M. D., and 
Mies Jennie 8. Hayes, both of Rochester. 

Pennsyi—Sratgr.—In Bloody Run, Pa., Dec 26, 1867, 
by Rev. W.M. Deatrich. P. H. Pennsyl, M.D, late Sur— 
geon U. 8. Army, and Miss Sallie Stater, daughter of 
Capt. Wm. Stater, of the ahove place. 

Rrynotps—ALLEn.—In Keene, N. H, Jan. 2Qist, by 
Rey. J, A. Leach, Azro H. Reynolds, M.D., of Barnstin, 
P. Q., and Miss Emily T. Allen, of Keene. 


Stewart—O.arx.—Jan. 7th, by Rev. A. MeTlwaine, 
W. B. Stewart. M. D., of Armagh, and Miss Sarah E. 
Clark, of Indiana, Indiana co., Pa. 


Wrionans—Weser.—On the 10th inst., in Pottsville, 
Pa., by Rev. Joseph McCool, George R. Welchans, M. D., 
of Lancaster, Pa., and Lizzie E. Weber, daughter of Henry 
Weber, of Pottsville, 

ona 


OBITUARY. 


Prof, Balassa, 


The medical world has met with many sertous losses 
during the last two years, but among them all, none will 
be more mourned than that which has just reached our 
knowledge. 

Professor Jonn Bauassa, of the Pesth University, the 
great surgeon, the good man, the lover of his race, died 
on Dec. 9th. This sad event caused profound grief among 
our, German brethren. The Empress of Austria is re- 
ported to have absented herself from the royal table, and 
to haveshed tears, when Batassa’s death was announced. 

———a 


WORDS OF CHEER. 


Dr. J. A. 0., of Texas, writes: 

“Find enclosed $5 note to pay for your precious little 
Reporter. It makes its weekly visits to my office about 
as regularly as I could ask; in fact, I am very agreeably 
disappointed on that point, ag the distance is over two 
thousand miles, and I have lost but one number yet, 


ough I have been a ‘sub’ for about two years,” 
Dr. M. W. A., of Mich., says: 


“Suffer me to express my high appreciation of your 
Beroares, and its honest, judicious; and on 


dignified bearing 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


. J. 8. P...of Tenn.—The instrument maker is not 
wilthar x. BA a knife on trial, but will put one to 
you at wholesale rates, to try. 


Dr. J. M., of Miss—Dr. Allen’s_ uterine forcens cost 
$ We connot make out what the other article is you 
inquire about. 


aa Mr. Geo. Meade, Racine, Wis,. agent of the Craig 
microscope, whose horesty we were constrained, by the 
letters of a number of subscribers, to doubt, has written 
us, explaining that the apparent neglect of orders and 
remittances on hie part, arose from the fact that he never 
received them. We wish him to have the fall benefit of 
this correction. He is no doubt ready to satisfy all 
claimants against him. ptt: 

Dr. B. S., of lowa.—‘ Mr. R. calls on Dr. 8. for treat. 
ment in a case of serious malarial disease. Dr. S. pre- 
scribes 








RB. Quinie sulph., 38s. 
Hyd. chlor. mit., gr. x. 
Pauly. opii, gr.v. M. 


Ft. pil. x. 
one to be taken every three hours until all are taken, 
which is to be followed, after a purgative doze of castor 
oil and turpentine, and an interval of twenty-four hours, 
by 


RB. Quiniz sulph., 358. 
Morph. sulph., gr. iss. 
Aqua, f.3}. 
Acid sulph., ar. q. 8. 


Fiat. sol. S. A teaspoonful four times a day. 


«Mr. R. takes the pills, but only a sma!l portion of the 
solution, as his ‘mouth hecame sore, and he conclnded tt 
contained mercury.’ While, at the same time, he had 
‘got so much better that he thoucht a few more of thore 
pills would complete the cure.’ He conseqnently came 
back to Dr. 8.. asking for ‘another box of those pills or 
something.’ The Doctor refused to comply with the re- 
quest, explains how the patient is mistaken ahont the 
medicine which produced the ealivation, and te'ls him ta 
take the solution sccording to directions, and he would 
probab'v need nothing more. But Mr. K will not listen, 
goes to the druggist, and demands a repetitionof the pre- 
scription of pills The Doctor presents himself before 
the druggist while the latter is in the act of preparing 
the pills, and objects, remonstrates against his proceed- 
ing further in the matter, but all in vain, the druggist as- 


injustice caused by druggists claiming to own prescrip- 
tions sent them to be put up. The druggist was wrong, 
and ought to have been prosecuted. 





—_—_. 




















MBETHOROLOGY. 
January, | 18,| 19,| 20, 21, | 22,| 23, | 24. 
ind.-.,sseeees| N. E.|N. W.IN. WIN. W. N.E W. | W., 
wise Cl'dy \Clear |Cl’dy. Clear. Cl’dy.|Clear Clear 
Weather....~ |Snow 
Depth Rain.: 
Thermometer 
eves] 24° se 118° | 21° | 25° | 7° | 15° 
Minigur. Fe 1 25 4} a a 4 
389 26 26 35 50 
80.75| 31,50| 28.25) 24.50) 37.2 


























Germantown, Pa. 

















